ACT ONE

SCENE : The stage is divided horizontally into a front room and
a back room. The back room is a step higher than the front
roonty connected to it by sliding doors with large glass windows.
The living-room in front is comfortably and unfashionably
furnished. Behind, in the dining-room, the table is festively
decorated and prepared for the evening meal.

When the curtain goes up, IDA HALL is arranging flowers in
the dining-room. She changes vases around and takes good care
that the colours of the flowers "harmonize"

IDA HALL is a woman of about forty y young-looking, with
blonde hair wound in a bun. Her gestures are changeable, her
eyes wander anxiously around.

JULIE comes in.

Julie. Frau Pastor, Stormtroop Leader Gerte wants to
see you.

Ida Hall

[Surprised.]
What does he want, Julie ?

Julie. He didn't say, Frau Pastor.
Ida Hall

[Glancing at the clock.]

Quarter past seven and dinner at eight. . . . Did you
tell him we are expecting guests ?

Julie. He said it was urgent.

Ida Hall Very well Show him in.

QULIE goes towards the door, IDA calls her back.]
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